


VISUAL INSPECTIONS OF PORTABLE ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 

A visual inspection is a simple check of electrical equipment to spot for signs of damage.  The 
pictures highlight what to look for. If you find anything wrong, stop using the item 
immediately.  If the equipment is provided by the University report it to the relevant 
department promptly.  Check for: 

¶ Damage (apart from light scuffing) to the cable sheath 

¶ Damaged plugs - the casing is cracking, or the pins are bent or discoloured 

¶ There are non-standard joints to the cable - including taped joints 

¶ The outer cable sheath is not secured where it enters the plug or the equipment 

¶ Power leads are trapped underneath something, for example a desk, which could 
crush the lead  

¶ Signs the item has been used in unsuitable conditions, for example it is wet or 
excessively dirty 

¶ Evidence of damage to the outer case.  Or loose or missing parts, covers or screws 

¶ Evidence of overheating, for example, burn marks or discoloration 

¶ There is a 


