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1. INTRODUCTION  

Pressure is the amount of force exerted on a certain area and is a form of energy that if handled 

incorrectly can have devastating consequences.  As such the use of these systems is controlled by 

the Pressure Systems Safety Regulations (PSSR) and relevant aspects of the Carriage of Dangerous 

Goods and Use of Transportable Pressure Equipment Regulations (CDG). 

The Regulation’s purpose is to mitigate against the risks from stored energy because of the failure 

of a system or part of and apply to the actual system itself and all associated protective devices, 

such as regulators and some pipe work.   

It is essential robust procedures are in place to ensure systems are safe to operate with subsequent 

maintenance, inspections and operation carried out by person(s) with the necessary skills and 

experience to undertake the task assigned.   

Some systems, dependent on their nature, will also require formal examinations to be undertaken 

and a Written Scheme of Examination to be prepared (see Sections 
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¶ System:  Generic term used to describe any pressure system / pressure vessel. 

¶ Competent Engineer:  Person (Competent Person under PSSR) who is appointed by the 

University’s Engineering Inspection provider (via the Insurance Officer) to undertake 

specific duties as defined in the PSSR, and where appropriate, to draw up, certify and 

formally examine systems against a Written Scheme of Examination and who produces 

the Insurance Provider’s Engineer’s Report.  

¶ Nominated Person:  Staff appointed to undertake the duties outlined in Section 8(h).   

¶ Technical Person:  Staff / supplier / contractor with the necessary skills and experience to 

undertake their role e.g. inspections, maintenance, installation, commissioning / 

decommissioning. 

¶ University Insurance Officer: Located within the University’s Finance Office.  Person 

appointed to liaise with the University Engineering Inspection Provider and their 

Competent Engineer on notification of a relevant system by a College / Service. 

¶ Schedule: Central database held and maintained by the Insurance Officer of all relevant 

University systems notified by a College / Service.  

As per PSSR a Pressure System / Vessel includes: 

Term  What this Covers 

Pressure ¶ Defined as: the normal force per unit area exerted by a moving fluid 

on a 
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Pipework ¶ Pipe or system of pipes and associated pressure containing 

components used to convey a relevant fluid e.g. valves, pumps, 

compressors, hose, bellows 

Pipeline ¶ Pipe, system of pipes used to convey a relevant fluid
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NO i. If the pressure of the relevant fluid (except steam) drops below 0.5 bar along 

the pipeline or pipework 

ii. If the pressure system (except steam) has a ‘
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